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CARLTON HOUSE DESK

England, circa 1790

H. Cezinsky, English Fumiture of the Eighteenth Century, (1911), vol. lll, pp 338 - 340 illustrates two
examples from the Gillows Cost Books, one titled "Carlton House Table" of 1796, and one with an
arched recess in the frieze as made for the Earl of Derby in 1798. Another is illustraed in Ralph
Edwards, The Dictionary of English Furmniture, 1954, vol lll, p, 257, fig. 41, is also very similar and
veneered in fiddleback mahogany.

SOLD

Attributed to Gillows of Lancaster & London

An exceptional and very rare small late 18th century Sheraton period mahogany Carlton House
Writing Table of outstanding quality.



This superb example of horse-shoe shaped frame with ebony and boxwood stringing, veneered with
fiddleback mahogany contrasted with oval panels of flame figured mahogany, the drawers lined with
mahogany and cedar wood, with original gilt brass mouldings, pierced gallery and typical Gillows
handles. The super-structure fitted with unusual letterboxes on either side with brass swing covers. The
drawer in the frieze fitted with additional writing surfaces, lined with the original blue leather, the centre
made to adapt for a book rest, all raised on elegant turned and tapered legs, headed by carved tassels
and terminating in original brass castors.
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Height: 3' 131" in (95 cm)
Width: 3' 6'/1" in (108 cm)
Depth: 1" 11%1" in (60 cm)

Stock Number
AD.365

5 Ryder Street - St James's - London, SW1Y 6PY
Phone: +44(0)20 7839 5671 Mobile: +44(0)7725 332 665
Email: charlie@mackinnonfineart.com Web: mackinnonfineart.com






