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EASTON NESTON
England, circa 1790

This window seat and matching pair of armchairs (lot 178) may well have originated at Rufford Hall
which was built by SirThomas Hesketh, 1st Bt. (1728-1778) and enlarged by his brother Sir Robert
Hesketh, 2nd Bt. (1729-1796) and his grandson Sir Thomas Dalrymple Hesketh, 3rd Bt. (1779-1844).
The latter employed a local architect John Foster working in conjunction with James Wyatt to further
enlarge the property in 1798. It is highly likely that he would have employed the Lancaster firm of
Gillows to supply furniture. It is no surprise therefore that the design of the sides of this seat with their
swagged splats closely relate to a drawing for a dining chair, circa 1790 by Gillow illustrated in Lindsay
Boynton (ed.), GillowFumiture Designs 1760-1800, 1995, pl. 282.

A very fine and rare long late 18th century George lll japanned window seat likely by Gillows of
Lancaster and London. The angled shaped ends with pierced and swag-festooned splats centred by
decorative tablets, the long upholstered seat on eight square tapering collared legs, decorated
throughout in polychrome with flower-head borders.
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Height: 2' 431" in (72 cm)
Width: 7' 1" in (216 cm)
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