MACKINNON
FINE FURNITURE

IMPERIAL PORPHYRY

1st - 5th Century Ce
A magnificent piece of Egyptian Imperial Porphyry.

This type of porphyry, with its distinctive purple colour, was excavated from Mons Porphrites, the
Imperial quarries at Gebel Dokhan in Egypt's Red Sea Hills. From their discovery during the 1st century
AD, until their closure in the 5th century, these quarries were the source of Egyptian Imperial Porphyry.
The porphyry was Imperial property - in the same way that the colour purple was reserved solely for the

use of Emperor - the stone was reserved for Imperial use and was one of the symbols of Imperial

power.

Accordingly, pieces of Imperial porphyry are today highly coveted.

Height: 1" 1" in (33 cm)
Width: 1" 8'/1" in (51 cm)
Depth: 0' 91" in (24 cm)

Stock Number
VV05.93
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